Trichophyton rubrum, Trichophyton mentagrophytes, and Epidermophyton 27
floccosum. The overall geometric means for fungistatic and fungicidal activity of 28 sertaconazole against these isolates were 0. 26 shown to exhibit both fungistatic and fungicidal activity against several Candida 47 species and other yeasts (2, 7-9, 11, 13, 17-20). 48
In this study, the susceptibility of 150 isolates of T. rubrum, T. mentagrophytes, 49 and E. floccosum to sertaconazole was tested using a previously described, 50 St. Louis, MO, USA) as previously described (3, 4, 14). Sertaconazole nitrate (Grupo 59
Ferrer, Barcelona, Spain) was dissolved to 1600 mg/ml in 100% dimethyl sulfoxide. 60
Aliquots of sertaconazole (final concentrations ranging from 0.016 to 16 µg/ml) and 61 inocula (final density ranging from 4.7x10 3 to 1.5x10 4 CFU/ml as recommended (12) 
(22). 73
Sertaconazole was fungistatic against all three species of dermatophytes 74 tested, with an overall geometric mean MIC of 0.26 µg/ml (Table 1) (Table 1) . This value differs from the MFC values of ≥50 µg/ml 83 previously reported for two strains of T. mentagrophytes, though it should be noted 84 that this study utilized a different methodology (13). When the inhibition curves were 85 compared, statistically significant differences (Student's t test, P <0.05) were found 86 between the concentrations of sertaconazole necessary for fungistatic and fungicidal 87 activities (Fig. 1) . The concentrations of sertaconazole needed to achieve either 88 fungistatic or fungicidal activity are far below those reached after topical application 89 MFC, minimal fungicidal concentration; MIC, minimal inhibitory concentration.
